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International Business Project

Mrs. King

North Providence High School

North Providence, Rhode Island

Overview:

You have just been hired as an import/export consultant to come up with a product to be sold to an international market.

Working individually, you will identify a product, locate a country to export your product to, and explain why there is a good market opportunity in the targeted country.  

There are many parts to this project.  We will be doing most of the work in class or in the library using the itdn.net web site.

Standards:

· Understand the difference between a domestic and international 


company.



· Demonstrate an understanding of the relationship between inter-

national events and the daily conduct of business.

· Identify international trade partners.

· Recognize major cities of the world and the countries they are

located in.

· Illustrate and explain the relationship of the major trade 

alliances with each other.

· Explain the role of international business and analyze its impact on careers and doing business at the local state, national and international levels.

· Apply communications strategies necessary and appropriate for effective and profitable international business relations.

· Develop, implement and evaluate a market research project.

Graduation Expectations:

1.2 analyzing and evaluating information

1.3 applying technology as a learning tool across all disciplines

2.1 working cooperatively and/or independently

2.2 applying problem solving strategies

2.3 utilizing resources and time effectively

2.4 accessing, compiling, interpreting and presenting data and information

4.1 reading widely and critically

4.3 speaking, listening, and interpreting effectively
Name:________________________________________DATE:____________
International Business Project

Part 1:  Identifying a Product and Country

Directions:  Use the Trade Leads, Best Market and Country reports on the itdn.net web site to get you started.  Fill in the information below:

List two possible products and a potential country below:



Product





Country
Example:  Fish/Seafood Product
Austria (itdn.net, Country Reports, Leading Trade Sectors)
1.________________________________________________________________

2.________________________________________________________________

Give at least two reasons why you think your product and country would be a good idea.

Example:

1. Austria is a landlocked country that does not have its own supply of fish and seafood.

2. Consumption of fish/seafood is growing.

Product and Country 1:

1._______________________________________________________________

2._______________________________________________________________

Product and Country 2:

1._______________________________________________________________

2._______________________________________________________________

Name:_____________________________________________Date:_________

International Business Project

Part 2:  Identify and describe your product in detail.  Give three reasons why you feel there is demand for this product in the country you selected.

Example:  The product I selected is fish and seafood.  The types of fish and seafood that I will sell to Austrian markets are more expensive types of fish and seafood such as shrimp, lobster, yellow fin tuna, scallops and swordfish.  My research indicated that fish and seafood are growing in demand in Austria for the following reasons:  1) consumers are more health conscience and fish is considered a healthier meat alternative, 2) consumers in Austria have increasingly more money to spend and 3) Austrian restaurants have been offering more seafood on their menus resulting in Austrians wanting to cook fish/seafood at home.
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

Part 3:  Give your company a name and explain why you chose it. 

Example:  The name I have chosen for my company is Pisces.  I selected this name because it means fish. 

__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

Name:_____________________________________________Date:________

International Business Project

Part 4:  Company Logo/Trademark

Create a Logo for your company.  Use may use markers, colored pencils, colored paper etc.  Remember the examples we discussed in class (Coke, Nike, Nabisco, Keebler, Quaker etc.)  Look at the example on the board for ideas.  

NAME:_________________________________________DATE:__________

International Business Project

Part 5:  Business Customs

Directions:  

· Access the itdn.net website

· Click on Country Report
· Select your country from the pull-down menu

· Click Business Travel
Find at least three business practices/customs that a business person should know about when doing business in this country.  Briefly describe each custom.

Country:______________________

______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

Part 6:  Trade Barriers

Directions:  

· Access the itdn.net website

· Click on Country Report
· Select your country from the pull-down menu

· Click Trade Barriers
Scroll through the list of trade barriers and find two that would affect how you did business in the country you selected.

Country:______________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

Name:____________________________________________Date:__________

Part 7:  Trade Alliance Map

Directions:  Determine which trade alliance your country belongs to and on a map 

1) label and color your country one color  

2) label and color other member countries a second color

3) create a key showing the name of the trade alliance, the colors and what they represent

For example:

European Union Trade Alliance Members

Key:

· Researched Country

· Other Member Countries

Name:__________________________________________Date:___________

Part 8:  Summary Report

Directions:  Write a two page summary report of your research and findings including the following information:

Paragraph 1 (at least seven sentences)

· Identify your product and country.  Explain why you think your product and country would be a good idea.  Give three reasons why you feel there is demand for your product in the country you selected.

· What is the name of your company and why did you choose it.

Describe the trademark that you created for your company.

Paragraph 2 (at least seven sentences)

· Describe the three business practices/customs you found that a business person would need to know when doing business with your country.  Why is it important to understand the culture of the country that you are doing business with?

Paragraph 3 (at least seven sentences)

· What trade alliance does your country belong?  Which nearby countries also belong?

· Describe the two trade barriers that you found.  How would these barriers change the way you would do business in this country?

Paragraph 4 (at least five sentences)

· What information from the research website did you find most interesting?  Why?  Do you think you could use this website for other projects?

Paragraph 5 (at least seven sentences)

· What did you learn from our business consultants about advertising and marketing in general?  What were you able to teach the “experts”?  Explain.   

